ALLEN-OTTER CREEK C.C.S.D. NO. 65

REGULAR BOARD MEETING

December 16,  2009
M I N U T E S

A.
CALL TO ORDER


The meeting was called to order at 6:00 p.m. by Board President, Tom Emm.

B.
ROLL CALL

Board members present were:  Diane Rzasa,  Sheila Rogers,  Shari Widman, Laura Dawson and Tom Emm.  Also present were  Mary Pat Baima, Superintendent, and Linda Plymire, Recording Secretary.
C.
RECOGNITION OF VISITORS
a.  Teacher Spotlight—Lindsey Paul gave a presentation on 2nd grade writing.
b.  Auditor—Susan from Wilcoxson gave a presentation on our 2008-09 audit.  She said everything  looks good.  A motion was made by Tom Emm and seconded by Diane Rzasa to accept the 2008-09 audit.  Roll call:  Rzasa—yea; Byers—yea; Rogers—yea; Widman—yea; Dawson—yea; and Emm—yea.  Motion carried:  6-0-0.
D.
CORRESPONDENCE

A thank you was read from Ralph Chapman for the plant he received when his brother passed away.
E.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES
a.  A motion was made by Diane Rzasa and seconded by Sheila Rogers to approve the minutes of the Novembber 17, 2009 Board meeting as presented.  All in favor—ayes.  Opposed—none.  Motion carried 6-0-0.
F.
FINANCIAL REPORTS

a.  Treasurer’s Report:  
No Treasurer’s Report was presented this month.
b.  Accounts payable:
A motion was made by Laura Dawson and seconded by Shari Widman to approve the payment of bills as presented.  Roll call:  Rzasa—yea; Byers—yea; Rogers—yea; Widman—yea; Dawson—yea; and Emm—yea.  Motion carried 6-0-0.
c.  Bank Information:

Diane Rzasa informed the Board that MB Financial has taken over Benchmark Bank and the Ransom branch will be closing on January 15, 2010.  The Seneca branch will remain open.  Diane Rzasa, Mrs. Baima and Linda Plymire had meetings on December 14th with First Federal Savings Bank, First Midstate Bank, First National Bank of Ottawa (they have a branch in Streator—Streator National Bank), and First Midwest Bank.  She stated she will still meet with Centru Bank and First National Bank of Dwight.  
G.
Old Business
a.  Action Items
1.  Levy:  A motion was made by Diane Rzasa and seconded by Sheila Rogers adopt a Certificate of Compliance with the Truth in Taxation Act.  Roll call:  Rzasa—yea; Byers—yea; Rogers—yea; Widman—yea; Dawson—yea; and Emm—yea.  Motion carried 6-0-0.
A motion was made by Amy Byers and seconded by Laura Dawson to adopt the Resolution to Levy Annual Tax for Leasing.  Roll call:  Rzasa—yea; Byers—yea; Rogers—yea; Widman—yea; Dawson—yea; and Emm—yea.  Motion carried 6-0-0.

A motion was made by Amy Byers and seconded by Sheila Rogers to adopt the Resolution re the Estimated Amount Necessary to be Levied.  Roll call:  Rzasa—yea; Byers—yea; Rogers—yea; Widman—yea; Dawson—yea; and Emm—yea.  Motion carried 6-0-0.

A motion was made by Diane Rzasa and seconded by Shari Widman to adopt the 2009 Levy.  Roll call:  Rzasa—yea; Byers—yea; Rogers—yea; Widman—yea; Dawson—yea; and Emm—yea.  Motion carried 6-0-0.

2.  Board Policies:  A motion was made by Diane Rzasa and seconded by Amy Byers to accept the Board policies as presented.  Roll call:  Rzasa—yea; Byers—yea; Rogers—yea; Widman—yea; Dawson—yea; and Emm—yea.  Motion carried 6-0-0.
I.  
New Business

1.  New Board Policies:  Mrs. Baima distributed the new Board policies for the board to review.  They will be approved at the January meeting.


a.  Superintendent/Principal Reports

1.  ISAT Scores—Mrs. Baima discussed the internal review and plan of action.  We will keep the review in place and use it every year to determine a plan of action.
2.  H1N1 Vaccination Clinci—The Health Department was here on Monday, December 14 to give the vaccination to students.  There was a good turnout.

3.  Windmills—Mrs. Baima shared the information she had received from Dale Adams in Dwight.  She also attended a zoning hearing on Tuesday night.  The next zoning meeting is set for January 14th.
4.  Teacher Ease—Parents can now check grades on-line.  A letter was sent home to introduce the program today.  If parents have any problems they need to contact the school and we will look into it.
5.  Website Development—Laura Mentgen has been working with the staff to further develop their websites.  She has done an excellent job with this.
6.  Christmas Program—The Christmas program will be December 17 at 5:00p.m.

7.  Santa Shop---Parents held a Santa Shop last week for students to purchase presents for their family.

8.  Canned Food Drive/Donations—We are collecting canned goods for food baskets to be distributed to the less fortunate enrolled at school.  We have also received donations of cash from Ransom Senior Citizens, Parents’ Club, members of the community and former teachers and have used them to purchase presents for students in need and the balance was used to purchase Aldi gift certificates for families in need.

9.  Field Trip—6th, 7th and 8th grade students will go bowling on December 18th at Bowlmor Lanes in Streator.

10.  IASBO Conference—Mrs. Baima and Diane Rzasa attended the IASBO conference.  They attended board sessions on board policy and procedure.  Diane Rzasa feels we need to do a workshop on board self-evaluation.
J.
Executive Session

A motion was made by Shari Widman and seconded by Sheila Rogers to enter Executive Session at 8:06 p.m. to discuss personnel.  Roll call:  Rzasa—yea; Byers—yea; Rogers—yea; Widman—yea; Dawson—yea; and Emm—yea.  Motion carried 6-0-0.
K.
Open Session for action items

A motion was made by Diane Rzasa and seconded by Sheila Rogers to return to open session at 8:50p.m.  Roll call:  Rzasa—yea; Byers—yea; Rogers—yea; Widman—yea; Dawson—yea; and Emm—yea.  Motion carried 6-0-0.
In Executive Session we discussed district personnel and the policy regarding ineligibility.  Students who are determined to be ineligible on Friday will be out of extracurricular activities starting Saturday morning and ending the following Friday.  The AD will notify the students, their parents and coaches on Friday when ineligibility is determined.  
Next month the Board will do an evaluation on the superintendent.

L.
Adjournment

A motion was made by Laura Dawson and seconded by Sheila Rogers to adjourn the meeting at 8:50 p.m.  All in favor—ayes; Opposed—none.  Motion carried 7-0-0.
M.
Next Regular Board Meeting—January 20, 2010 at 6:00 p.m.
____________________________________Board President
____________________________________Board Secretary

