ALLEN-OTTER CREEK C.C.S.D. NO. 65

REGULAR BOARD MEETING

January 20, 2010
6:00 p.m.

M I N U T E S

A.
CALL TO ORDER


The meeting was called to order at 6:00 p.m. by Board President, Tom Emm.

B.
ROLL CALL

Board members present were:  Diane Rzasa,  Sheila Rogers,  Shari Widman, Amy Byers and Tom Emm. Also present were Mary Pat Baima, Superintendent, and Linda Plymire, recording secretary.
C.
RECOGNITION OF VISITORS
a.  none
**Laura Dawson came into the meeting at 6:05 p.m.

D.
CORRESPONDENCE

Tom Emm read thank you notes for staff for Xmas gift cards.
E.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES
a.  A motion was made by Laura Dawson and seconded by Shari Widman approve the minutes from Executive Sessions for the last six months, and not make them available for public inspection.  All in favor—ayes.  Opposed—none.  Motion carried 6-0-0.
b.  A motion was made by Diane Rzasa and seconded by Laura Dawson to approve the minutes from the December 2009 Regular Board meeting as corrected.   All in favor—ayes.  Opposed—none.  Motion carried 6-0-0.

F.
FINANCIAL REPORTS

a.  Treasurer’s Report:  
A motion was made by Amy Byers and seconded by Sheila Rogers to approve the November 30, 2009 Treasurer’s Report as presented.  All in favor—ayes.  Opposed—none.  Motion carried 6-0-0.
A motion was made by Laura Dawson and seconded by Shari Widman to approve the December 30,  2009 Treasurer’s Report as presented. All in favor—ayes.  Opposed—none   Motion carried 6-0-0.
b.  Accounts payable:
A motion was made by Diane Rzasa and seconded by Amy Byers to approve the payment of bills presented.  Roll call:  Rzasa—yea; Byers—yea; Rogers—yea; Widman—yea; Dawson—yea; and Emm—yea.  Motion carried 6-0-0.
**Sheri Bergeson came into the meeting at 6:16 p.m.
G.
Old Business
a.  Action Items
1.  Board Policies:  A motion was made by Rzasa and seconded by Rogers to approve the Board Policies that were provided for review at the December 2009 meeting.  Roll call:  Rzasa—yea; Byers—yea; Rogers—yea; Widman—yea; Dawson—yea; Bergeson—abstain; and Emm—yea.  Motion carried 6-0-1.

2.  Name Depository:
Diane Rzasa presented information about the various financial institutions we talked to.  She stated we looked at what our needs were and what institution would meet our needs.

Due to the closing of Benchmark Bank, our current depository, a motion was made by Laura Dawson and seconded by Sheila Rogers to make First State Bank in Streator the financial depository for Allen-Otter Creek District 65.  Roll call:  Rzasa—yea; Byers—yea; Rogers—yea; Widman—yea; Dawson—yea; Bergeson—yea; and Emm—yea.  Motion carried 7-0-0.


b.  ISAT Preparation
Mrs. Baima gave the Board  a list indicating what each teacher is doing to prepare for ISAT testing and to improve ISAT scores.  She also contacted Ted Sanders at Grand Ridge to see what they are doing to improve ISAT scores.  She is also looking into Study Island.  Mr. Sanders indicated that Study Island is still under consideration at Grand Ridge.   She also talked to Carolyn at Deer Park and Chris Leahy at Milton Pope.  Milton Pope is looking into ROE ISAT preparation courses.  We have money in the REAP Grant that we can use to purchase Study Island if it works for us.
Laura Dawson suggested calling Ottawa Elementary.  She said they used Study Island but did not like it.  She talked about using Promethian Smart Board.  Mrs. Baima will report back next month.



H.  
New Business

a.  New Board Policies:  New Board Policy updates were passed out for review and will be discussed and approved at the next Board meeting.  

b.  Superintendent evaluation:  to be discussed in Executive Session.

c.  Appointment of Freedom of Information Act Officers:  A motion was made by Rzasa and seconded by Bergeson to suspend the 30 day review of policy for policy 2:250 and policy 2:200 due to the time sensitive nature of these policies.  Roll call:  Rzasa—yea; Byers—yea; Rogers—yea; Bergeson—yea; Dawson—yea; Widman—yea; and Emm—yea.  Motion carried 7-0-0.

A motion was made by Rzasa and seconded by Byers to approve policy 2:250 and policy 2:200 as presented.   Roll call:  Rzasa—yea; Byers—yea; Rogers—yea; Bergeson—yea; Dawson—yea; Widman—yea; and Emm—yea. Motion carried 7-0-0.
d.  Open Meetings Act Designee:  A motion was made by Emm and seconded by Widman that the Superintendent and the bookkeeper serve as the District’s Freedom of Information Officers and be assigned all the duties and powers of the office as provided in the Freedom of Information Act.  All in favor—ayes.  Opposed—none.  Motion carried 7-0-0.  A motion was made by Dawson and seconded by Emm that the superintendent be designated to receive training on compliance with the Open Meetings Act.  All in favor—ayes.  Opposed—none.  Motion carried 7-0-0.

e.  Superintendent/Principal Reports

1.  School Improvement Day:  Mr. Dale Coughlin will be here on Jan. 29 to discuss annuities with the faculty.  Also the faculty will view Study Island and discuss ISAT preparation.

2.  Calendar Committee:  The committee will consist of Carole Scheuer, Nancy McMullen, Janell Satler and Jim Fruland.  Mrs. Baima asked for a board member—no one volunteered.

3.  Handbook Committees:  The Student Handbook  committee will consist of Mary Pat Baima, Angela Atwell (parent), one teacher to be named,  and one student to be named.  Mrs. Baima also asked for a board member, but no one volunteered.
The Emergency Response Manual committee will consist of Mary Pat Baima, Angela Atwell, Diane Rzasa  one teacher to be named,  
The committee for the Athletic Handbook will be Tim Sennott, Mary Pat Baima and Nancy McMullen.  Mrs. Baima also asked for a Board member to serve.  None volunteered.
4.  Geography Bee:  The winner was Kimber Daly.  The runner-up was Zach Wheeler.

5.  Spelling Bee:  The school Spelling Bee will be held on Jan. 27th in the classrooms to determine the finalists for the Feb. 3rd Bee which will be held in the gymnasium.  The county-wide Bee will be held at Ottawa High School on Feb. 20th.

6.  Parent/Teacher Conferences:  Conferences will be held on Feb. 16th.

7.  John Ourth Student Recognition Breakfast:  This will be held at Streator High School on February 18th.  This year’s honorees will be Jose Zamores and Elizabeth Trowbridge.
I.
Executive Session

A motion was made by Tom Emm and seconded by Shari Widman to enter Executive Session at 7:40 p.m. to discuss personnel and the superintendent’s evaluation.  Roll call:  Rzasa—yea; Byers—yea; Rogers—yea; Bergeson—yea; Dawson—yea; Widman—yea; and Emm—yea.  Motion carried 7-0-0.


J.
Open Session for action items

A motion was made by Tom Emm and seconded by Amy Byers to enter open session at 10:50 p.m.  Roll call:  Rzasa—yea; Byers—yea; Rogers—yea; Bergeson—yea; Dawson—yea; Widman—yea; and Emm—yea.  Motion carried 7-0-0.

In Executive session we discussed personnel.  We also did the Superintendent’s evaluation.  

K.
Adjournment

A motion was made by Rzasa and seconded by Rogers to adjourn the meeting at 10:51 p.m.  All in favor—ayes.  Opposed—none.  Motion carried 7-0-0.
L.
Next Regular Board Meeting—February 10,  2010 at 6:00 p.m.
____________________________________Board President
____________________________________Board Secretary

