ALLEN-OTTER CREEK CCSD #65

Regular Board Meeting

July 16, 2008, 7:00 p.m.
M I N U T E S

A.
CALLTO ORDER


The meeting was called to order at 7:03 p.m. by Board President, Tom Emm.

B.
ROLL CALL

Board members present were:  Diane Rzasa, Diana Nichols, Amy Byers, Sheri Bergeson, Shari Widman and Tom Emm.  Also present were Iner Anderson, Superintendent, Mary P. Baima, Principal, and Linda Plymire, Recording Secretary.
C.
RECOGNITION OF VISITORS


Visitors present were:  Patrice Simons.
D.
CORRESPONDENCE

None
E.
ITEMS NEEDING TO BE PLACED ON THE AGENDA

Old Business


5.  Tuition reimbursement

New Business

6.  Prevailing Wage


Superintendent/Principal Reports


9.  Update on lawsuit with Streator Elementary


10.  Update on Streator Elementary School consolidation study
F.
Approval of Minutes

June 18, 2008 Minutes:  A motion was made by Diane Rzasa and seconded by Amy Byers to approved the June 18, 2008 minutes as presented.  All in favor—ayes.  Opposed—none.  Motion carried 6-0-0.
Executive Session Minutes;  A motion was made by Sheri Bergeson and seconded by Shari Widman to approve the Executive Session minutes from January 2008 thru June 2008, but not make them public.  All in favor—ayes.  Opposed—none.  Motion carried 6-0-0.

G.
Financial Reports

June 2008 Treasurer’s Report:  A motion was made by Sheri Bergeson and seconded by Diana Nichols to approve the June 2008 Treasurer’s Report as  presented.  Al in favor—ayes.  Opposed—none.  Motion carried 6-0-0.

Payment of Bills:  A motion was made by Diane Rzasa and seconded by Amy Byers to approve the payment of bills as presented.  Roll call:  Rzasa—yea; Nichols—yea; Byers—yea; Widman—yea; Bergeson—yea; and Emm—yea.  Motion carried 6-0-0.
H.
Old Business

1.  Roof Work:  Mrs. Baima talked to the auditor and she said it is ok to the use the money from the land commissioners to repair the roof.


2.  Teacher Resignation:  A motion was made by Tom Emm and seconded by Diane Rzasa to accept the resignation of Melissa Shimizu and wish her well.  All in favor—ayes.  Opposed—none.  Motion carried 6-0-0.

3.  Policy Approval:  A motion was made by Diane Rzasa and seconded by Shari Widman to approve the first set of new policies for the Policy Manual.  Roll call:  Rzasa—yea; Nichols—yea; Byers—yea;  Bergeson—abstain; Widman—yea; and Emm—yea.  Motion carried 5-0-1.

4.  A la carte at lunch:  A motion was made by Amy Byers and seconded by Diana Nichols to allow the sale of water at lunch time, provided no bottles go outside or to the gym.  All in favor—ayes.  Opposed—none.  Motion carried 6-0-0.

5.  Tuition reimbursement:  A motion was made by Diane Rzasa and seconded by Tom Emm to approve tuition reimbursement at 50% of the rate provided for teachers in Section 10.1 of the collective bargaining agreement, including provisions therein, not to exceed $600 for any school year.  To qualify for reimbursement she must be an employee of District #65 at the time coursework is taken, with reimbursement for courses taken during the summer contingent upon her return to employment in District #65 in the fall.  Roll call:  Rzasa—yea; Nichols—yea; Byers—yea; Widman—yea; Bergeson—yea; and Emm—yea.  Motion carried 6-0-0.  
I.
New Business


a.  Action Items

1.  New Teacher Recommendation:  Mrs.  Baima made a recommendation to the Board to hire Erin Genseke as the new third grade teacher at the appropriate salary.  A motion was made by Tom Emm and seconded by Amy Byers to approve hiring Erin Genseke as third grade teacher for the 2008-2009 school year and that she be placed on the appropriate step of the salary schedule.  Roll call:  Rzasa—yea; Nichols—yea; Byers—yea; Widman—yea; Bergeson—yea; and Emm—yea.  Motion carried 6-0-0.

2.  Minimum wage:  All kitchen subs will be paid at the current minimum wage rate.
3.  Board meeting dates and times 08-09:  A motion was made by Diane Rzasa and seconded by Tom Emm to approve the Board meeting dates and times with changes for the 2008-09 fiscal year.  All in favor—ayes.  Opposed—none.  Motion carried 6-0-0.
4.  School Security:  We have had some scattered incidents of vandalism over the last few years.  Mrs. Baima would like board approval to look into some type of security system.  Kelly Electric has checked all the outside lights.  Tom Emm has talked to a security company and they will be here at 11 a.m. tomorrow to talk to Mrs. Baima.  The Board directed Mrs. Baima to look into getting prices for a security system.

5.  Accelerated Reader Online:  We would like to purchase Accelerated Reader Online.  All of the tests are online for every book.  We can purchase tests online and take tests on all books.  Total cost is $1199.  Start-up is $599 and the yearly cost is $600.  Laura Mentgen thinks this would tie-up our server, but she will get another opinion   Renaissance Learning could serve us instead of using our server.  Mrs. Baima will contact them for a quote.  
6.  Prevailing Wage:  A motion was made by Tom Emm and seconded by Diane Rzasa to adopt the current prevailing wage for the 2008-09 school year and publish the adoption in the newspaper.  Roll call:  Rzasa—yea; Nichols—yea; Byers—yea; Widman—yea; Bergeson—yea; and Emm—yea.  Motion carried 6-0-0.  

b.
Superintendent/Principal Reports
1.  Annuity update:  Mrs. Baima is still working on this.  She has contacted Lucy and she said these are complex plans and we need to hire someone to get this done.  Mrs. Baima contacted our attorney and they do not do these plans.

2.  Registration 08-09:  We registered 65 students to date.

3.  Audit Dates:  The auditors will be here to perform our annual audit on August 11 and 12.

4.  ROE New Teacher Teacher Seminar:  Miss Genseke will attend this seminar.

5.  Training Series for Initial Certificate Holders:  Miss Genseke will also attend this training.
6.  Teacher Institute August 18th:  This is the first full day of school for the teachers.

7.  The first day of school for students will be August 19th from 8:30 to 10:00 a.m.

8.  Website:  Laura Mentgen showed Mrs. Baima the website she designed for Ottawa Elementary.  She will work on this for our school and hopes to have it finished by the end of August.

9.  Litigation:  Streator Elementary had 35 days to appeal and they did not, so everything should be over.

10:  Streator Feasability Study:  They have decided not to pursue this at this time.

11.  New Policies:  Mrs. Baima handed out new policies to be approved next month.

J.
Executive Session


None

K.
Open Session for Action Items:  None

L.
Adjournment:  A motion was made by Diane Rzasa and seconded by Amy Byers to adjourn the meeting at 8:30 p.m.  All in favor—ayes.  Opposed—none.  Motion carried 6-0-0.
M.
Next Regular Board Meeting—Wednesday, August 20, 2008.

___________________________________Board President

___________________________________Board Secretary
