ALLEN-OTTER CREEK C.C.S.D. NO. 65

REGULAR BOARD MEETING

September 24, 2008
M I N U T E S

A.
CALL TO ORDER


The meeting was called to order at 6:47 p.m. by Board President, Tom Emm.

B.
ROLL CALL

Board members present were:  Diana Nichols, Laura Dawson, Sheri Bergeson, Shari Widman and Tom Emm.  Also present were:  Iner Anderson, Superintendent, Mary Pat Baima, Principal and Linda Plymire, Recording Secretary.
C.
RECOGNITION OF VISITORS
Visitors present were:  Patrice Simons and Bruce Barr from Illinois Central School Bus Services.
D.
CORRESPONDENCE

A thank you note was read from the Shirley Smith family for flowers received.
E.
ITEMS NEEDING TO BE PLACED ON THE AGENDA


New Business


Purchase of new freezer in the amount of $565


Superintendent/Principal Report


Website



Rebecca Mullen research project

F.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES
a.  A motion was made by Sheri Bergeson and seconded by Diana Nichols to approve the minutes of the July 16, 2008 Regular Board Meeting minutes as presented.  All in favor—ayes.  Opposed—None.  Abstain—Dawson.  Motion carried 4-0-1.
b.  A motion was made by Diana Nichols and seconded by Sheri Bergeson to approve the August 20, 2008 Regular Board Meeting minutes as presented.  All in favor—ayes.  Opposed—none.  Motion carried 5-0-0.
G.
FINANCIAL REPORTS

a.  Treasurer’s Report
A motion was made by Shari Widman and seconded by Sheri Bergeson to approve the August 31, 2008 Treasurer’s Report as presented.  All in favor—ayes.  Opposed—none.  Motion carried 5-0-0.
b.  Payment of Bills
One of our freezers went out and we purchased a new one from Shaw Appliance in the amount of $565 which is the same amount we paid for a new freezer last winter.  They gave us a $95 discount.  A motion was made by Laura Dawson and seconded by Sheri Bergeson to approve the payment of bills as presented and to approve the payment to Shaw Appliance for the new freezer in the amount of $565.  Roll call:  Nichols—yea; Bergeson—yea; Widman—yea; Dawson—yea; and Emm—yea.  Motion carried.
H.
OLD BUSINESS

a.  
1.  Transportation Contract
Bruce Barr discussed the current transportation contract that his company has with the school.  He said if diesel fuel goes over $5/gal, he will have to ask for a surcharge.  This was overlooked on the current contract he has with the school.

2.  School Security/Sound System

Currently Mrs. Baima has two bids for a security/sound system.  She recommends going with the lower bid for the sound system and if it works good, to consider the same company for the school security system.   A motion was made by Tom Emm and seconded by Diana Nichols to accept the bid of  Absolute Sound and Security from Pontiac in the amount of $1097.46 to install the new sound system in gymnasium.  Roll call:  Widman—yea; Dawson—yea; Bergeaon—yea; Nichols—yea; and Emm—yea.  Motion carried 5-0-0.
I.
NEW BUSINESS


a.  Action Items


1.  Adoption of the Budget

A motion was made by Laura Dawson and seconded by Shari Widman to adopt the budget for the 2008-09 school year.  Roll call:  Widman—yea; Bergeson—yea; Dawson—yea; Nichols—yea; and Emm—yea.   Motion carried 5-0-0.

2.  Application for School Recognition
A motion was made by Laura Dawson and seconded by Diana Nichols to approve the Application for School Recognition.  All in favor—ayes.  Opposed—none.  Motion carried 5-0-0.


b.  New Policies for October Approval

A copy of the new policies were handed out to the board members for the review.  They will be discussed, if needed, and approved at the October Board meeting.


c.  Superintendent/Principal Reports

1.  Accelerated Reader:  The on-line program was purchased and Laura Mentgen hopes to have it running by the end of September.

2.  Illinois State Treasurer’s Bright Start College Savnigs:  We do not want to endorse this program through our website.

3.  Safety Drills:  We have had a bus evacuation drill, a tornado drill, a fire drill and a Code Red drill so far this year.
4.  Pictures/retakes:  School pictures have been taken and re-take day will be October 8th.

5.  School Improvement Day:  We worked on RTI and the district website on the School Improvement Day.  We also watched a movie on hazardous waste training—asbestos.

6.  IASB Membership:  We are official members of the IASB and Mrs.  Baima and Diane Rzasa are going to the conference in November.

7.  School Board Election:  The School Board election will be held on April 7, 2009.  Petitions will be available at the next meeting.  Sheri Bergeson, Laura Dawson, Diana Rzasa and Diana Nichols’ terms will expire.  Candidates can start to circulate petitions on October 28th.

8.  Website:  Our website is up and working.  Staff can have a free calendar added to their website if they wish.

9.  Mullen Project:  Rebecca Mullen is doing research on a project through the University for her master’s degree.  Students who have a signed permission will be participating in this project.  When she is finished, all information obtained on students will be destroyed.  

10.  Seneca Library:  Mrs. Baima will get more information before we decide to purchase a Seneca Library membership for $200.

J.
EXECUTIVE SESSION

A motion was made by Laura Dawson and seconded by Sheri Bergeson to enter Executive Session at 7:50 p.m. to discuss personnel and litigation.  Roll call:  Widman—yea; Dawson—yea; Bergeson—yea; Nichols—yea; and Emm—yea.  Motion carried 5-0-0.
K.
OPEN SESSION FOR ACTION ITEMS
A motion was made by Laura Dawson and seconded by Shari Widman to enter open session at 9:00 p.m.  Roll call:  Widman—yea; Dawson—yea; Bergeson—yea; Nichols—yea; and Emm—yea.  Motion carried 5-0-0.
In Executive Session we discussed personnel contract issues and students.  A motion was made by Laura Dawson and seconded by Tom Emm to direct the Superintendent and/or principal to discuss the cleaning contract with the contract holder.  All in favor—ayes.  Opposed—none.  Motion carried 5-0-0.
A motion was made by Laura Dawson and seconded by Diana Nichols to direct the Superintendent to respond to any questions from the bus company regarding the contract.  All in favor—ayes.  Opposed—none.  Abstain—Emm.  Motion carried 4-0-1
The Board talked to Nancy in open session re volleyball.  Nancy’s concern is that we only have 13 girls for volleyball.  Nancy is to advise the board of the advantages and disadvantages of a co-op and bring proposals for the board to look at.  Nancy would like to go with another school if we have only one team for volleyball.
St. Anthony’s wants to sit down and talk with us re sports for next year.  Nancy would like to look at track for this year.

Grand Ridge has approached us re a softball team for next year.  The Board directed Nancy to do what she feels is best and to not enter the 7th grade Volleyball team in the IESA if there are not enough girls.  

Nancy will set up a meeting with St. Anthony’s.

L.
ADJOURNMENT
A motion was made by Laura Dawson and seconded by Sheri Bergeson to adjourn the meeting at 9:16 p.m.  All in favor—ayes.  Opposed—none.  Motion carried 5-0-0.

M.
NEXT REGULAR MEETING—October 15, 2008 7:00 p.m.
____________________________________Board President
____________________________________Board Secretary

